
 

             
 

Kent County Servicemen Who Died in Vietnam 
 

 
 

ROBERT PAUL ACHER JR  EDWIN HAROLD SORNSON 
NOLAN REED RAY   DONALD RAY BAILEY 
PAUL LLOYD BERRY   LARRY FLETCHER POTTS 
ALEXANDER J PALENSCAR  BRUCE EDWARD CLOUGH 
TOBY ERNEST COLLINS   WILLIAM LEE NELLANS 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN MOORE  GEORGE HERMAN COPPAGE III 
GEORGE WARREN CRIPPS  PAUL OSWALD MEDER 
JOHN MURRAY MARTIN  CLIFTON CUBBAGE 
BRUCE EDWARD DOLBOW  WILLIAM LOUIS LOWMAN 
DONALD E KENTON   ROBERT HUGHES DONAWAY 
HAROLD WILLIAM HADDICK  JAMES HAROLD JOHNSON JR 
WAYNE CLIFFORD JESTER  JAN VICTOR HENRICKSON 
LAWRENCE EDWARD HITCHENS DONALD RUSSELL HOSKINS 

     MARK WENDELL MINEAR  GRAHAM NORRIS LOWDON JR 
 

Kent County Servicemen Who Died in Korea 
 

 
 

PFC RICHARD D HUTCHINSON   PVT JERRY CHARLES BLEEN  
CPL PAUL L BRITTINGHAM  PFC CLIFTON ELMER BROOKS 
PFC WILLIAM J CLARK   CPL KENNETH FLAMER 
PVT JOHN M GODWIN   CPL TIMOTHY E KIMBALL 
PFC HOWARD J MORGAN  CPT HENRY S MORTON 
CPL JAMES PHILLIP PERNELL 
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Captain Larry Fletcher Potts 
SUBUNIT 1, 1ST ANGLICO, FMFPAC 

United States Marine Corps 

April 07, 1947 to January 31, 1979  

(Incident Date April 07, 1972) 

 
On 7 April, it was Larry’s 25th birthday, but there was no time for celebration. 

The North Vietnamese had launched their so-called Easter Invasion of South 

Vietnam—the largest attack since the Tet Offensive four years earlier—and we 

were all busy. Larry was a forward air controller with SubUnit 1 of the First 

Air/Naval Gunfire Liaison Company (ANGLICO), and as North Vietnamese 

tanks poured across the Demilitarized Zone headed south, he and his pilot, First Lieutenant Bruce C. 

Walker, were aloft calling in gunfire missions on the advancing enemy. He was talking on the radio to 

the USS Buchanan (DDG-14), a destroyer engaged in point-blank gun battles with Soviet-supplied 

enemy tanks racing down the beaches of the northernmost provinces, when his OV-10A Bronco—call 

sign “Covey 282”—was hit by a surface-to-air missile and crashed into the jungle 12 miles northwest of 

Quang Tri City, about 10 miles from the coastline. "We were immensely relieved when radio contact was 

established with Potts and Walker on the ground and both men reported they were uninjured. But intense 

gunfire from enemy units drove off initial search-and-rescue efforts for them. The downed Marines 

reported that heavy concentrations of enemy soldiers were in the area and moving toward them. Soon 

after, we lost radio contact.” (Personal Account by Lieutenant Commander Thomas J. Cutler, U.S. Navy, 

Retired, who served with Captain Potts.) 

What LTC Cutler didn’t know at the time was that Cpt. Potts crash was part of a much larger operation to 

rescue members of EB-66 call sign BAT-21. On the afternoon of April 2, 1972, two EB66 aircraft (Bat 

21 and Bat 22), from the 30th Air Division, were flying pathfinder escort for a cell of B52s bombing near 

the DMZ. Bat 21 took a direct SAM hit and the plane went down. A single beeper signal was heard, that 

of navigator Col. Iceal Hambleton.  This was not an ordinary crew, and its members, particularly 

Hambleton, would be a prize capture for the enemy because of military knowledge they possessed.  It 

became critical, therefore, that the US locate Hambleton and any other surviving crew members before 

the Vietnamese did - and the Vietnamese were trying hard to find them first.   

An Army search and rescue team was nearby and dispatched two UH1H "slicks" and two UH1B 

"Cobras.” When they approached Hambleton's position just before dark, two of the helicopters were shot 

down. One, a Cobra reached safety and the crew was picked up. The other, a UH1H, had just flown over 

some huts into a clearing when they encountered ground fire and Jose Astorga, the gunner and only 

survivor, was released by the North Vietnamese in 1973. 

The following day an OV10A was shot down. The crew, William J. Henderson and Mark Clark, both 

parachuted out safely. Henderson was captured and released in 1973. Clark evaded for 12 days and was 

subsequently rescued. On April 3, a UH1H went down in the same area carrying a crew of four enlisted 

Army personnel. The crew remain missing in action.  On April 6, an attempt was made to pick up Clark 

and Hambleton, which resulted in an HH53C helicopter being shot down. The helicopter landed on its 

side and continued to burn, consuming the entire craft, and presumably, all 6 men aboard.  

On April 7 another Air Force OV10A went down in the area with Marine Lt. Larry F. Potts and 

U.S. Air Force 1Lt. Bruce C. Walker aboard. Their function was directing naval gunfire. The 

OV10A crashed after sustaining hits from hostile fire. Radio contact was established with both 

Potts and Walker, but they could not be rescued. Walker, the pilot of the aircraft, evaded capture 

11 days, while it is reported that Potts was captured and died in Quang Binh prison. Potts, the 

observer, was a Marine Corps officer. Walker's last radio transmission to search and rescue was 

for SAR not to make an attempt to rescue, the enemy was closing in. Both men remain 

unaccounted for.  

Hambleton and Clark were rescued after 12 incredible days. Hambleton continually changed positions 

and reported on enemy activity as he went, even to the extent of calling in close air strikes near his 

position. He was tracked by a code he devised relating to the length and lie direction of various golf holes 

he knew well. Another 20 or so Americans, including Captain Larry Fletcher Potts were not so 

fortunate. Each year Chapter 850, Vietnam Veterans of America, present a scholarship to a “Young 

Defender of Freedom” in Cpt. Potts’ memory. 

 

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY  

11 NOVEMBER 2011, 10 a.m. 
 

Emcee: Dave Skocik 

President, Delaware Veterans Coalition 

 

Welcome 

Paul Davis, President, VVA Delaware State Council 

Joe Startt, President, VVA Chap. 850, Kent Co. 

 

Presentation of Colors 

AMVETS Post 4, Smyrna 

 

National Anthem  

Lori Christiansen 

 

Invocation 

Dr. Kim Warfield 

 

Introduction of Guest Speakers 

United States Senator Tom Carper 

State Representative Bill Carson 

 

Presentations to Family of Captain Larry F. Potts 

Hon. Brooks Banta, President, Kent. Co. Levy Court 

 

Placement of Wreath at Memorial  

Joe Startt, President, Chapter 850 VVA 

 

Benediction 

Terry Sammons 

 

Retirement of Colors and Reading of Names 

 

Taps  

Brooke Tucker 

 


