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Not all swounds are visible

In honor of the men and women who served
Durtig Vietnam and have renirned
Home with Braken bodies. minds, and.
Spirits” May God kave a specsal place In

His heart for you.
WELCOME HOME
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Welcome to the First Edition
VVA Chapter 850 Newsletter
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goal to provide information on Chapter activities and services
that may be of interest to both our VVA members and their
families. This is your newsletter and its content needs your
input. Remember geryone can have an input.

Honoring Our Fallen Heroes

This Veterans Day held very special significance for
everyone in Chapter 850. With the dedication of our Vietham
Memorial a o year dream became a reality. During the
dedication Joe sajdHe simply wanted Kent County to have
something for the men who di€@ With its dedication on
Veterans Day this memorial has become not only a way to honor
our fallen heroes but a place o&hling for both our veterans and
families. | received a note from Mrs. Linda Billings (Toby Collins
sister) that | found very moving.
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express to you how moved | was, and still am, by the respect
and love we felt from each and everyone in attendancBlease
thank Joe and everyone else who put so much work into making
this happen. L g6l a 2@SNBKStYSR | yR
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today. Having so many decorated officers and important
people honormy 2 § KSNJ g+ a &dzOK |y K2
humbled by the whole experiencd.will be bringing my three
foildrerm 1§ Nisit ghg fnemprial,veny sopreandi | Pkmpto visit
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A Special Message from Ken
Brothers and Sisters,
The November 11, 2009 dedication of the Vietham Memorial
and Kent County Veterans Memorial Park hdsmonstrated
what powerful minds can do when pulled together, coupled
with team work, support and long hours working, at time#
adverse weather conditions. But we pulled together and got the
job done. While "Thank¥ous have been communicated
chapter wide,l would like to take time tothank our associate
members. OuAVVAmembers have been a tremendous help,
not only up front manningtents and dinners, bubehind the
scenes as well keeping our finances in order, to hours of

F 2cnmputes work. e &l Shmuld beyproud pfewhapter, and the

accomplishments we'vachieved

Again, my thanks!

KenBodine
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"Never again will one generation of veterans abandon another."”
Please come and join us at the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #3 eHitteock Rd. (off Rt. 9, South of DAFB)
Meetings are at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of every month.



The stay of a memorial to lost brothers
"We few, we happy few, we band of brothers; for he today
that sheds his blood with me shall forever be my brother ..."
by Dave Skocik, PIO, VVA Chapter 850
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Memorial Dedicated on
November 11, 2009

Like many Vietnam vetans, Paul Davis's two tours in
harm's way as a young man were part of his distant past. At 67,
he'd been involved in a great many things since.

He'd completed a rewarding career as a Delaware law
enforcement officer, a successful small business owneraand
elected county official. He also managed to weave in 48 years as
a volunteer fire fighter.

But war establishes reflexes that can be triggered
decades later by the right stimulation.

He remembers the August 7, 2007 article in a local
newspaper that caug his attention. It told the story of a small
band of veterans from a local Vietnam Veterans of America
chapter who had pledged to construct a memorial to fellow Kent
Countians lost in Vietnam. Long forgotten feelings stirred him to
read on and sit in otheir next chapter meeting.

4th of July Parade (2008) Dover, DE
Paul Davis (foreground) in uniform

The small size of Chapter 850 was a surprise. It consisted
of a tiny cadre of men and several family members who had
signed on as associate members.afdetailoriented member of

the county planning commission, Mr. Davis knew they were
facing an enormous task.

There is a great deal of difference between ideas and
capabilities, and projections and actual cash. They didn't even
have a design, a place, anyareal idea how raise money for the
ambitious project.

Maybe that was for the better. If they knew what they
were facing, they might have changed their minds.

The chapter was led by President Joe Startt Jr., a twice
wounded, stockilybuilt combat veterarwith a stern voice and a
neversaydie attitude. He and several members had discussed
the idea after seeing memorials erected in the small state's two
other counties.

Tony Caffo (Ivéft) and Mike Snyder (right)
lead VVA Chapter 850 in the 4th of July
Parale (2008) in Dover, DE.

During the research of the names of those killed, then
chapter Secretary Mike Snyder checked local and national
records and found 26 names for the memorial stone. He made
some heartwarming contacts.

One was an 8%earold mother who expressed heartfelt
thanks for remembering a son whose name had been lost with
his life. Another was from a daughter several states away who
had never known a father killed before she was born. She and
her three daughters would later unveil the memorsabne at its
dedication.

Their determination gave them the courage to press
ahead and bring new members into the chapter. Since then the
chapter has doubled in size to 65 members. The memorial site
was built to also accommodate memorials to other condlitbm
WWII forward.

Their journey led them to learn how to do architectural
drawings; work with contractors; make effective presentations to
county officials that resulted in the donation of a 1 acre lot; work
with city and state leaders; meet with busiss owners, and sell
raffle tickets on donated prizes.
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Meetings are at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of every month.



(L to R) Joe Startt, Paul Davis, David Skocik, Jon Reyno

They held fundraisers, hosted dinners and auctions,
public displays, participated in parades, made siasm
presentations and worked closely with the media to get their
story out and educate the public on veteran issues in general.

Many of the participants had never been involved
before. Participating in a parade, whether marching in a group or
riding on achapter float, can be a surprisingly emotional
experience, particularly when crowds applaud and yell "thank
you," and "welcome home." Most Vietnam vets are just not
geared up for that. Some have been observed "wiping dust" from
their eyes.

The chapter eared the support of some higprofile
military people including a former Vietnam POW, the adjutant
general of the Delaware National Guard, and a host of former
and retired military folks, including fellow Vietnam and Vietnam
era veterans who finally decided "report for duty" after a 40
year stand down.
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Felton Firehall Fundraiser (2008)
Former Vietnam POWet. General Jon Reynolds

Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Jon Reynolds, who was held
by the North Vietnamese for more than 7 years, was the keynote
speaker at a solebut fundraising dinner and auction in 2008, and
a number of organizations promised to work with the chapter.

All of this outreach also resulted in overwhelming
support from the community. On June 10, 2008, a ground
breaking ceremony was he#is elected officials, community
leaders and Delawareans at large applauded.

These efforts were in conjunction with the chapter's
regular fundraisers and outreach to other veterans, including
current veterans through Warrior Weekends and adopting a
needy Mitional Guard family over the holidays, as well as

counseling referrals for fellow veterans and occasional
scholarships to deserving young people.

The cost of the project was originally projected to be
$150,000 but was scaled down to $110,000 with amesit@be
added later. Ironically, much of the difference in materials and
contracting costs ended up being donated anyway.

N
4th of July (2008), Dover DE
Joe Startt points to his unit patch

"Like all fundraising organizations, the economy
impacted our efforts," said Joe Startt. "As in Vietnam we pulled
together and always slogged ahead. Just as during the days whe
we shared rations, ammunition and blood, we still watch one
another's 'six o'clock,™ said Mr. Startt.

In addition to its other activities, #hchapter sold
inscribed memorial bricks at $75 each. Though the memorial is
paid for, brick sales continue as people visit the site. They can be
purchased through the chapter website at
www.DelawareVVA.com.

"This memorial is a very special way of sayMglcome
Home" to the 26 who never made it back alive. This was our
commitment," said Mr. Startt.

Veterans United Outreach of Delaware

By Mike Snyder
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The Outreach was chartered in 2005, but has worked
under Vietnam Veterans of America, Kent County Chaf&od
since 2000. The Outreach started as a program networking
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Now, it has expanded to cover the entire state of Delaware.
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foundation in God, Country, and Freedom; which we credit to the
sacrifices of our military, veterans, and their families. The
purpose of this program is to reach out to all of our

military/veteran brohers and sisters on educational, physical,
mental, emotional, and spiritual levels, so as to guide them to
freedom and comfort in there own lives. The outreach works
with all who are willing to help accomplish our goals:
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2009 Veterans Stand Down &
Employment Expo/Military Expo

By Mike Snyder

The Stan Down on Oct 31, Ron Elliot (Chapter 83 and
part of the outreach program) and | went up to heipany way
we could and also get educated ourselves (imagine that) we
helped set up some of the vendors inside but mostly helped
outside with the clothing. a long and good day (15 hrs and 90
miles later | finally got home) The program was setup to educate
homeless vets in job resumes and various work shops along with
how to dress for these jobs. Food was available to all thanks to
the AMVETS organization, Along with food, education there were
a lot of vets that left with clothes, boots socks, blankets and
deeping bags... a very good day.

The Military Heritage Day was to honor the
military from different generations, Civil War, WWII, Korea,
Vietnam with military vehicles and #nactors in the uniforms
from then. Brother you should have seen some of thedival
instruments they used back then. One of the highlight's | thought
was when the American Flag that was on the fan tail of the USS
Cole during the terrorist attack was presented to the Museum
GKAOK Aa o0SAy3a NBodzAfdG G2
Histay,the banner program also put on by the Gold Star
Families and Chapter 83 to Honor our Heroes from Iraq,
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Afghanistan and even back to Vietnam were on display. These
will bezon Ré&ed B Mk Musetiny &té& Bonstiuttidn islc@riplete. |
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THE CENTURION

"THE CENTWBN" is a newsletter that provides
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developments in benefits, legislative initiatives, community
services and local events. To receive the most current copy o
"The Centurion" by email, subscribe at:
www.veteransaffairs.delaware.gov
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BENEFITS TO MORE VETERANS
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Relying onan independent study by the Institute of
Medicine (IOM), Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinsel
decided to establish a service connection for Viethnam Veterans
with three specific illnesses based on the latest evidence of an
association with the hdiicides referred to Agent Orange. The
AfttySaasSa +FFSOGSF oe (KS NB
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heart disease. Used in Vietham to defoliate trees and remove

concealment for the enemy, &gt Orange left a legacy of
suffering and disability that continues to the present. Between
January 1965 and April 1970, an estimated 2.6 million military
personnel who served in Vietham were potentially exposed to

sprayed Agent Orange. In practical terivgterans who served
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up the application process for benefits. TheOS¢B (i | NB Q&

brings to 15 the number of presumed illnesses recognized by the
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reviews of illnesses that may be connected to service, and we
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being caused by exposure to herbicides during the Vietnam Wal
are:

- Acute and Sub acute Transient Peripheral Neuropathy

- Chlorane

- Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia

- Diabetes Mellitus (Type 2)
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- Multiple Myeloma
-Nonl 2RI AY Q&
- Porphyria Cutanea Tarda

[ BYLK2YL

"Never again will one generation of veterans abandon another."”
Please come and join us at the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #3 eHitteock Rd. (off Rt. 9, South of DAFB)
Meetings are at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of every month.


http://www.veteransaffairs.delaware.gov/

- Prostate Cancer

- Respiratory Cancers, and

- Soft Tissue Sarcoma (other than Osteosarcoma,
Chondros®dl2 YI = YI LJI2aAQa at
Mesothelioma)

Additional information about Agent Orange and
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to the chemical are available at www.publichealth.
va.gov/exposures/agentorange.
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Home of the Brave
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Veterans of the United States have a long history of
going to extreme efforts to care for their fallen comrades on the
battle field. The Home of the Bravmtends to extend that
tradition to those veterans who have fallen sineir return to
civilian life and are now homeless.

The Home of the Brave is a nprofit organization
founded in 1992 byeight Vietham Combat Veteranseach
contributing $1.00. Their main objective was to help homeless
veterans and provide them with ste sort of shelter. In 1994,
after many long hours of fundraising, the volunteers were able to
open a four bed shelter in Milford Delaware. In 1995, a grant
was received from the Veterans Administration (VA). This helped
purchase the current 15 bed sheitjust off Rt. 1 in Milford, De.
The Home of the Brave is handicap accessible and open to all
eligible veterans, male and female, on a space available basis.
Funding comes from donations, grants, and per diem received
from the VA for each resident. Iy would like to make a
donation, or interested in becoming a member of the Home of
the Brave, please call302) 4241681 or visit them at 6632
Sharps Road, Milford DE 1996Bneir Wish List:

Cash donations
Gift Certificates
Office supplies
Postage stams
Phone cards
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1 Pillows
1 Bedlinens
1 Pots & Pans
2 NJ ¢ Small appliances
1T Canned goods

Coffee and creamer
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1 Sugar

Soldiers Christmas at Fort Mifflin

. N2 OK dzNEB ¢

WHENFriday, Dec. 4th from 5:00pm to 10pm.

LOCATION: Fort Mifflin, Fort Mifflin & Hog Island Rd
Philadelphia, PA 19153

Visitors will have the opportunity to meet soldiers and civilians
that are celebrating the holiday season throughout the history of
Fort Mifflin. Examples of eras that will be interpreted are;
Revolutionary, 1812, Civil War, Wokidar | & Il and Korea.
Uniformed living historians will be in several locations in the
Forts historic buildings and have the area decorated to the time
in American history they are portraying. Visitors will also have a
chance to sample some of the foofitbose eras and sit down

and speaktothe Sy | OG2NB® ! YR R2y Qi ¥
ghosts of Christmas Past at the fort as well. Hours of operation
are 5 Pm to 10 Pmwww.fortmifflin.us

Welcome New Members

August: Hervie Hill, Jr (3 year)
Henry J Wagner Jr (Life Member)
Stanley A. Rudginski
James M. Schilling (Life Member)
September: Eric Carroll (AVVA)
October: Vito DiFronzo

Garland Dula, Jr
Bobby Luzader
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