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"Never again will one generation of veterans abandon another." 
Please come and join us at the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #3 on Kitts-Hummock Rd. (off Rt. 9, South of DAFB)  

Meetings are at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of every month. 

 

A Message from Our President 
To all my brothers and sisters in Chapter 850  

As we end what we should see as one of the greatest years 

in Chapter history I want to say thank you to everyone who 

made our accomplishments possible.  I will not name 

names since this was a gift of love that we as a unit did for 

our fallen brethren. What you see on the Levy Court Mall 

was considered impossible by everyone but a Vietnam Vet.  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

could truly honor our brothŜǊǎΦ  !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ǎŀƛŘ άWe 

have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final 

resting place for those who here gave their lives that 

that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper 

that we should do this. But, in a larger sense, we can 

not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not 

hallow -- this ground. The brave men, living and dead, 

who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our 

poor power to add or detract.ò  As at Gettysburg these 

words hold true; although it is not a final resting place it is 

a place of reflection and renewal for the sacrifice that they 

and all who served in Vietnam gave.  At our dedication it 

was stated we signed a blank check worth up to and 

including our life.  Those who we honored paid that 

ultimate sacrifice.  But we can not end here; we are 

obligated to welcome all our brothers back home.  

Whether they are homeless, have an addiction or a pillar of 

our community, they need to know what they did counted 

and that it did not end in Vietnam.  The VVA motto is 

άbŜǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ōǳǘ ŀ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ 

everyday.  As we think about those brothers we lost in 

Vietnam let us not forget our fellow soldiers, airman and 

sailors that are currently protecting our freedoms overseas. 

Since Sept 11, 2001 our ALL VOLUNTEER FORCE has paid 

the ultimate sacrifice with over 4500 KIA and 36,000 

wounded in action.  I hope that each and every one of you 

understand by our being a member of this great chapter 

we have also acquired a greater obligation to help those of 

can not help themselves.  As we end another year I want to 

say THANK YOU.  You all have given of yourself to make 

things happen and I know that during the coming year we 

will continue to achieve greatness and hopefully welcome 

everyone Vietnam Veteran in the great state of Delaware 

home 

 

POW-MIA AFFAIRS 
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office 
(DPMO) announced that the remains of three U.S. 
servicemen, missing in action from the Vietnam War, have 
been identified and will be returned to his family for burial.  

 
    Air Force Maj. Russell C. Goodman of Salt Lake City, 
Utah, was honored at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., home of 
the U.S. Air Force Thunderbird demonstration team. At the 
time of his loss, Goodman was assigned to the 
Thunderbirds and was flying with the U.S. Navy on an 
exchange program. He will be buried in Alaska at a date 
determined by his family.  On Feb. 20, 1967, Goodman and 
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Navy Lt. Gary L. Thornton took off in their F-4B Phantom 
from the USS Enterprise for a bombing mission against a 
railroad yard in Thanh Hoa Province, North Vietnam. They 
were struck by enemy antiaircraft fire and their plane 
exploded. Thornton was able to eject at just 250 feet 
altitude, but Goodman did not escape. Thornton survived 
and was held captive until his release in 1973. Search and 
rescue attempts were curtailed because of heavy anti-
aircraft and automatic weapons fire in the area of the 
crash.   

.  

CMSgt  Melvin Douglas Rash, of Yorktown VA, was buried 
at Arlington National Cemetery on Dec. 7 2009 after being 
listed as missing in action since 1968 when his C-130 
ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǘ Řƻǿƴ ƻǾŜǊ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜΩǎ ǿǊŜŎƪŀƎŜ 
was positively identified in 2008 and further investigation 
uncovered human remains that were matched in 2009 to 
wŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜΩǎ ƴƛƴŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŎǊŜǿΦ 
(Courtesy of the Rash family / December 23, 2009) Other 
Personnel in Incident: Jerry L. Chambers; Calvin C. Glover; 
Thomas E. Knebel; John Q. Adam; William T. McPhail; 
Thomas B. Mitchell; Gary Pate; William H. Mason (all 
missing). 

 
Army Specialist Lawrence L. Aldrich was buried in his 
home town of Fort Worth, Texas on January 30, 2010.  On 
May 6, 1968, Aldrich was a member of a search-and-clear 
mission in Binh Dinh Province in what was then South 
Vietnam.  He was last seen with two other Americans 
engaged in a battle with enemy forces while manning a M-
60 machine gun position. An air strike was called in, but 

one of the bombs inadvertently landed on Aldrich's 
position, killing the three soldiers. Members of his unit 
later recovered the remains of the two other men, but 
Aldrich could not be found.  
Since March 2009, the following service members have 
been accounted for: 
A1C John Q. Adam, USAF 
SP4 Lawrence L. Aldrich, USA 
Lt Col Henry P. Brauner, USAF 
Maj Jerry L. Chambers, USAF 
Capt Robert J. Edgar, USAFR 
Sp5 Donald C. Grella, USA 
Lt Col William H. Mason, USAF 
Maj Curtis D. Miller, USAF 
CW2 Jesse D. Phelps, USAR 
Lt Col Russell A. Poor, USAF 
SP4 Thomas Rice, USA 
CW3 Kenneth L. Stancil, USAR 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Did you know that the Department of Veterans Affairs 
fields questions from Veterans 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week? Since 2002, VA has used the Inquiry Routing and 
Information System (IRIS) to receive questions from 
veterans via VA.Gov. ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
±!έ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ appears on the VA home page to send VA a 
question. Inquiries are routed to the appropriate VA 
program office, medical center or network office, VBA 
Regional Office or National Cemetery Administration office 
either by self-selected choices on our Web site or by call 
center staff. IRIS is also the tool of choice for Veterans 
Benefits call centers that enter inquiries on behalf of 
veterans and others who contact VA via its national call 
centers. This application provides veterans and other VA 
Web site visitors with secure communication of electronic 
messages and any attendant personal data, should they 
voluntarily choose to provide it to VA. In 2002, IRIS had 750 
internal users and received between 2000 and 3000 
inquiries per month. As of December 2009, IRIS has 2,000 
internal users and receives approximately 30,000 inquiries 
per month with the numbers continually rising. IRIS also 
includes a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) knowledge 
base that receives more than 200,000 hits a month. (Office 
of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, December 18, 2009) 
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THE CENTURION 
"THE CENTURION" is a newsletter that provides 

subscribers and ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 

developments in benefits, legislative initiatives, community 

services and local events. To receive the most current copy 

of "The Centurion" by email, subscribe at:       

www.veteransaffairs.delaware.gov 

"The better part of one's life consists of 

his friendships" 
                                          - Abraham Lincoln  

Camp Lejeune Historic Drinking Water 
The Marine Corps encourages all those who lived or 
worked at Camp Lejeune 
before 1987 to register to 
receive notifications 
regarding Camp Lejeune 
Historic Drinking Water. 
Please encourage family or 
friends who were at Camp 
Lejeune during this period to 
also join the Notification 
Registry. The Department of 
the Navy is funding two 
ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /5/Ωǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ 
Toxic Substance and Disease Registry (ATSDR) is conducting 
a health study to determine if there is an association 
between in-utero exposure to the water and certain 
ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎΩ 
National Research Council (NRC) has reviewed scientific 
evidence on associations between adverse health effects 
and historical data. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 18 ς Chapter Meeting FOP Lodge @ 7:00pm 
April 11 ς Rusty Delosier Benefit 4075 Gun & Rod Club Rd  
                  Houston DE @4:00pm 
April 15 ς Chapter Meeting FOP Lodge @ 7:00pm 

April 17 - Sock Hop Leipsic Fire Hall POC is Kathy Steele 
May 8 ς Vietnam Vet Welcome Home Parade Harrington  
                DE (more to come) 
May 20  ς Chapter Meeting FOP Lodge @ 7:00pm 

May 22 Walter L Fox AL Post 2 
Dover De starting @ 2:00pm 

 
June 5 ς Bike Run Contact Mike Snyder for more info 
June 17  ς Chapter Meeting FOP Lodge @ 7:00pm 
Sept 25 ς Beef & Beer Leipsic Fire Hall more to come 
 

Welcome New Members 
December:  Charles Kolodjeski 

  Bartos Hrupsa 

  Ben Dittman 

January:  Justine J Davis (AVVA) 

  Joseph G Parks 

  James A. Jones 

February: Jakob Seren (Life Member) 

  Mary Ann Schmidt (AVVA) 

 

  HELP!!!HELP!!!HELP!!! 

Please help the chapter keep you informed.  We currently 

have nearly 100 members but only the e-mail addresses for 

about 30.  Please take a moment to send an e-mail to 

cmbmap@verizon.net.  Please include your name, address 

and phone number plus your e-mail address.  I will make 

sure you are added to the KCVVA Chapter e-mail listings.  

Thanks in advance. Ray

 

 
  
 

 

http://www.veteransaffairs.delaware.gov/
mailto:cmbmap@verizon.net
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Your Chapter Officers 
As of March 2010 

President  Joe Startt   302-678-0350                 joanstartt@comcast.net 

Vice President            Paul Davis   302-697-8384    PaulDavis5233@comcast.net 

Secretary  Ray Harris   302-697-9798   cmbmap@verizon.net 

Treasurer  Mike Snyder   302-678-1285   lobo1@comcast.net 

AVVA   Kathy Steele   302-423-5578   jklsteele@comcast.net  

Public Relations Dave Skocik   302-270-7145   info@davidskocik.com 

Newsletter Editor Ray Harris   302-697-9798   cmbmap@verizon.net 

 

 

mailto:joanstartt@comcast.net
mailto:PaulDavis5233@comcast.net
mailto:lobo1@comcast.net
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