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"Never again will one generation of veterans abandon another." 
Please come and join us at the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #3 on Kitts-Hummock Rd. (off Rt. 9, South of DAFB)  

Meetings are at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of every month. 

 

March 30
th

 to Become  

Vietnam Veterans Day 
Thanks to the efforts of our elected representative in the 

Delaware House and our own membership, March 30
th
 will 

soon become Vietnam Veterans Day in the State of 

Delaware. With a unanimous vote on 22 June,  the State 

House of Representatives passed HB 472, making March 

30
th
 Vietnam Veterans Day.  This was followed later in the 

week with unanimous vote of approval in the State Senate.    

This date was selected because on March 30
th
 1973 the 

withdrawal of United States Armed Forces from the 

Republic of Vietnam was complete. It is currently awaiting 

the Governor’s signature. 

 
Kelvin Smith, left, owner of New Creation Lawn Care of Dover, poses with Paul Davis and 

Ken Bodine 

 

 
Upper  Left is Rep. Bob  Outten, on  right top  is Rep. Jaques  and   Paul  &  

Joe, after passing of HB 472. 

 

 

ñThere is no such thing as a bad day when you have a 

door knob on the inside of the doorò Former POW Navy 

Cdr  Paul Galanti 

Kent Co. Vietnam Memorial Plants 

Get Heat Relief 
In a concerted effort to keep the plants at their memorial 

alive during recent record-setting heat waves, Vietnam 

veterans came together and created a daily watering vigil at 

the Kent. Co. Vietnam Memorial in Dover. 

 

The site, source of pride for many area veterans, is routinely 

visited by veterans and civilians alike, including out of town 

visitors who have read about it online. It’s even the 

destination for GPS searches by clubs.  

 

The memorial to 28 Kent Co. men lost in Vietnam, was 

dedicated on Nov. 11, 2009 before an overflow crowd at the 

county administration building. The ceremony was forced 

inside due to cold, blowing rain. 

 

Seven months later heat waves put the site’s donated plants, 

worth about $5,000, at risk. Members of Kent Co. Chapter 

850, Vietnam Veterans of America, who designed the 
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memorial and raised the money to create it, watered the 

plants with hoses to keep them alive.  
 

Though the watering mission was a success, it was obvious 

something more permanent had to be done. During their 

July meeting, the chapter approved the expenditure to install 

an in-ground sprinkler system that would take care of the 

plantings.  

 

Kelvin Smith of New Creation Lawn Care agreed to make 

the job a priority. “We are grateful he came to our aid so 

quickly,” said Joe Startt Jr., president of chapter 850.  

 

Thank You Karen 

 
Jim, Paul, Ken and Joe present Karen Lazar Certificate of Appreciation and 

Chapter signed photo of the Kent County Vietnam Memorial 

 

Words cannot adequately express our gratitude to parade 

organizer Karen Lazar who spent many months putting this 

parade together because she believed it was the right thing 

to do. She worked with town leaders, county government, 

businesses, schools, social and veteran organizations, the 

media, and other groups to organize and provide funding for 

the parade.  During the June Chapter meeting Karen was 

presented with a few tokens of our sincere appreciation. 
 

New Uniform Item for Chapter 850 
Chapter850 now has a collared polo shirt for wear at special 

events.  Last month the Chapter at large voted to purchase a 

white collared polo shirt with the VVA logo and Chapter 

850 rocker.  The shirts are only $18.95 (includes 

embroidery) from RWM Embroidery and More in Smyrna.  

The shirts are to be purchased at member expense and just 

like the jackets nothing but the Chapter patch should be 

added (see picture). 
 

 
KEN BODINE RECEIVES HONORS 

 

On Thursday, April 15, 2010, chapter member Ken Bodine 

received special recognition for five years of continued 

volunteer service to Delaware Hospice, Kent County 

branch. The yearly volunteer recognition dinner, held at the 

Looking Glass Restaurant at Polytech H.S., honors 

volunteers who achieve milestones in service. "It give you a 

special feeling to volunteer for such a worthwhile 

organization", Ken said.  

VA Announces New Option for 

Marking Veterans' Graves In Private 

Cemeteries 

 

WASHINGTON (June 29, 2010) -- Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs Eric Shinseki announced today that the Department 

of Veterans Affairs is offering bronze medallions to attach 

to existing, privately purchased headstones or markers, 

signifying a deceased's status as a veteran. 

"For veterans not buried in a national or state veterans 
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cemetery, or those without a government grave marker, VA 

is pleased to offer this option that highlights their service 

and sacrifices for our country," said Shinseki. 

 

The new item can be furnished instead of a traditional 

government headstone or marker for veterans whose death 

occurred on or after Nov. 1, 1990, and whose grave in a 

private cemetery is marked with a privately purchased 

headstone or marker. 
 

New Eye Care Benefit from Halpern 

Eye Associates for VVA Members 
Thanks to Dr. Halpern and Halpern Eye Associates, 

Delaware VVA members can now receive a discount on 

total eye care. Protecting your vision is an essential part of a 

family’s health and well-being.   With 7 convenient 

locations through out Delaware, Halpern Eye Associates 

provides a complete program for all your eye care needs.  If 

you haven’t received your discount card please see Paul 

Davis at our next meeting.  For more information about 

services available go to www.halperneye.com. Thank you 

Dr. Halpern for being a true friend of the Vietnam Vet. 
 

Beef and Beer Benefit Slated for 

September 18
th

  
Once again Chapter 850 will hold its annual Beef and Beer 

Benefit at the Leipsic Volunteer Fire Company.  The fun 

will begin at 6:00 pm and run till 10:30.  Tickets are only 

$20 and available from the Chapter Officers.  As always 

there will be silent, Chinese and live auctions as well as 

50/50 drawings and much more.  We are looking for 

donations of auction items.  These can be given to Joe Startt 

or Kathy Steele.  So come out and support the chapter. 
 

NAM JAM 2010 A Complete Success 

 
From Matt Boller: “What a show! We could not have asked 

for a better day! Didn't have to get so chilly in the evening, 

felt a little sorry for everyone who left and did not get to 

listen to Steal Your Face. Really a great band. Roughly 275 

tickets sold, over half the shirts sold, charity did fairly well 

and WE MADE MONEY!!! Everyone who worked the 

show did their job great.”  MARK YOUR NEXT 

YEAR CALENDAR FOR JULY 9
th

 AND 

NAM JAM 2011! 

 

 

THE CENTURION 
"THE CENTURION" is a newsletter that provides 

subscribers and veteran’s organizations with current 

developments in benefits, legislative initiatives, community 

services and local events. To receive the most current copy 

of "The Centurion" by email, subscribe at:       

www.veteransaffairs.delaware.gov 
 

Welcome New Members 
April: Thomas Kirk, Wilbur Gibbs, Danny 

Seeman,  

Dick Pyle,  Jimmie Quillen 

May:  Glenn Martin, Roy Pruitt, Paul LaCour, 

David  Dill, Francis Young, Peter Senft, 

Frank Moffett; Gail Jones, Mary A 

Sammons, Eric Dawson, Sam Fulginti 

June: George K. Barber, Jr., Nicholas F. 

Sebastian, Jr., Dennis C. Shelman, Anthony 

M. Seeney 

July: C Gordon Jackson, Larry A Lavender, 

Fredric M Rohm, Rick Burritt, William O 

Walls 
 

HELP!!!HELP!!!HELP!!! 

Please help the chapter keep you informed.  We currently 

have nearly 150 members but only the e-mail addresses for 

about half.  We hope to send out the Newsletter and other 

important announcements by e-mail only in 2011.  This will 

save us in both printing and mailing cost.  So please take a 

moment to send an e-mail to cmbmap@verizon.net.  

Please include your name, address and phone number plus 

your e-mail address.  I will make sure you are added to the 

KCVVA Chapter e-mail listings.  Thanks in advance. Ray

 

http://www.halperneye.com/
http://www.veteransaffairs.delaware.gov/
mailto:cmbmap@verizon.net
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State VVA Council President Report 
June 9, 2010 

 

Brothers & Sisters: 
  

As the recently elected State Council President of Vietnam Veterans of America I thank the members of Chapter 850 for your 

support and endorsement. I also thank Past President Bob Corsa of Chapter 546 for his past service. 
  

As many of you know Delaware has three chapters: Chapter 83 in New Castle, President Tom Daws; Chapter 546 in Sussex, 

President Joe Forrester; and Chapter 850 in Kent, President Joe Startt. Congratulations to each chapter president, and thank you 

for your dedication on behalf of our VVA organization. 
  

I’m pleased to report that as state president I’ve worked with Dr. Joel Halpern, an optometrist with offices across the state, to 

obtain an eye care discount for VVA members and their dependents. I have free membership cards providing discounts from Dr. 

Halpern, and will give them out at our upcoming meetings. He is a big supporter of Vietnam Veterans and has contributed very 

generously to our Memorial Park. I encourage members to take advantage of this discount eye care plan, and thank Dr. Halpern 

for his support. 
  

I’m currently assisting VVA Service Officer Terry Baker in obtaining internet service to our service office at the VA Hospital in 

Elsmere. Terry Baker and Tom Daws are to be commended for their service in assisting veterans in processing disability claims. 

As president I’ve appointed Chapter 850 member David Skocik to serve as State Council Public Information Officer. Dave’s 

public relation skills have greatly enhanced the public visibility of Chapter 850. I thank him for his dedication and his 

commitment to serve Delaware’s veterans. 

  

Recently Tom Daws of Chapter 83, Service Officer Terry Baker, Dave Skocik and I testified before the joint House and Senate 

Veterans Committee asking that they restore the $12,000 from the Grant in Aid money to run our service office at the VA 

hospital. It’s interesting to note that over the past five years we’ve received $240,000 from Grant in Aid money and during that 

same period we’ve been successful in getting disability claims in excess of $8,000,000. Claims money goes back into 

Delaware’s economy. 

  

Currently I’m working to find volunteers to help staff the VVA office in Elsmere Hospital. I thank Ray Harris for donating time 

in the office and helping evaluate what is needed to make the office more efficient. 
  

I look forward to working on behalf of all of Delaware’s veterans and encourage all veterans to vote in the upcoming national 

and state elections and support candidates who support our causes. To that end I plans to organize a separate organization called 

Delaware Veterans Coalition, an organization designed to focus on legislation to benefit all of Delaware’s veterans. 

  

Fraternally, 
  
Paul Davis, President 

State VVA Council 
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Two New Names Added to the Memorial 

     
                                        MARK MINEAR        GRAHAM LOWDEN 
In the past month two new names were added to the Kent County Vietnam Memorial.  Mark W. Minear, a 1966 

graduate of Dover AFB High School and Graham N. Lowdon Jr.,  a resident of Dover at the time he started his tour of 

duty.   

 

On 29 Aug 1970 a UH-1H Huey (tail number 67-17699) of C Troop, 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry, was involved in a 

Ranger team insertion. As the aircraft settled into the landing zone it was hit repeatedly in the forward section by 

12.7mm antiaircraft machinegun and RPG fire. With both pilots dead or dying, the aircraft crashed. Of the eight men 

aboard, four were injured but recovered by another aircraft and four were dead among them was Mark Minear.    

 

On 28 June 1967 in the mountains outside Dak To, Captain GRAHAM LOWDON was killed in an ambush by NVA 

forces while serving as the rifle company commander of A/2/12 of the 1st Cav Div (Airmobile). Captain LOWDON 

had been the company commander of A/2/12 since 12 April 1967. 

 
 

 

 

 

Chapter Officers 
As of June 2010 

President  Joe Startt   302-678-0350                 joanstartt@comcast.net 

Vice President            Paul Davis   302-697-8384    PaulDavis5233@comcast.net 

Secretary  Ray Harris   302-697-9798   cmbmap@verizon.net 

Treasurer  Jim Schilling   302-284-3423   farmerkidatheart@aol.com 

AVVA   Kathy Steele   302-423-5578   jklsteele@comcast.net  

Public Relations Dave Skocik   302-270-7145   info@davidskocik.comNewsletter 

Editor   Ray Harris   302-697-9798   cmbmap@verizon.net 

Membership  Tony Caffo   302-359-7008   ACandDC@comcast.net 

mailto:joanstartt@comcast.net
mailto:PaulDavis5233@comcast.net
mailto:farmerkidatheart@aol.com
mailto:info@davidskocik.com
mailto:cmbmap@verizon.net

